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    he size of Chancellor Bismarck’s head was quite a point of 
pride for the people of the newly formed German Empire. So 
much was made of it, in fact, that “Iron Head” societies were 
formed all across the land. Late in October of each year a com-
petition was held to find the head with dimensions most closely 
matching that of Bismarck. 

The Capital Exposition

               The competition rules stated that the winner’s 
head size was one that closest matched the dimensions without 
going over. American television sensation Bob Barker used this 
principal in his game show “The Price is Right” as an homage to his 
great grandfather who came in 12th in the Northern Bavarian 
round in 1888.

Fun Fact:

The most famous competitor was Alfred von Stieglitz who, in 1887,  
was found to have been stuffing his head to its enormous propor-
tions using leftover pork products. Upon announcement of this find-

ing, riots erupted across the Empire and the morn-
ing found Berlin burning.

That day the verb to “von Stieglitz” 
entered the lexicon. The most 
famous use of the term, of 
course, is in Irving Berlin’s 
famous hit “Roosevelt’s von 
Stieglitzing the Supreme Court”.
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